
Dear SMCDSB Parents/Guardians and Students:

As a nation, as a community and as a Catholic school board, these past few years have called
us to live out the true essence of faith, hope and love. We each have been impacted in different
ways by the lingering effects of the pandemic as well as the residential school revelations.

At this time of truth, healing and reconciliation, we have been called to revisit
all that we stand for and represent as a Catholic learning community. This
year, September 27th - October 1st is recognized nationally as Truth and
Reconciliation Week that has evolved from Orange Shirt Day on September
30th - recognized annually.

As part of this year’s boardwide strategy, our focus is on the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission Call to Action 63 (iii) highlighting:

● intercultural understanding
● empathy
● mutual respect

Schools have been provided with age/grade appropriate resources and strategies, and will be
showcasing initiatives throughout Truth and Reconciliation Week.

In the spirit of truth, hope, healing and reconciliation, we offer these quotes:

“As members of the large and diverse Canadian family, we have to replace
the hurt with hope and find the grace and humility to stand together.”
(Mary Simon, Inuk Leader, first Indigenous Governor General, 2021)

God of grace, help us to rediscover how to be side by side in rebuilding our
communities of faith and learning. Help us restore harmony and balance in our
relationships, and renew our desire to approach challenges confidently and with
peaceful hearts. May we always rejoice in recognizing the blessings our lives hold.
Amen.                                           (Catholic Education Week 2022 prayer)

You are invited to participate in Truth and Reconciliation Week by offering your prayers or
reconciliation intentions through the SMCDSB LINK we have established on our website. We
hope our collective voices will provide us with an opportunity to learn from and with one another.

Truth and Reconciliation Week highlights the importance of modelling a caring and
compassionate learning community at this time, and all through the school year, as we navigate
increasingly complex social issues - and continue to grow together in a faith-filled way!

Yours in faith,

Frances Bagley
Director of Education

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdG_AbfoHRBRGyhAbKY6YaIZNYpd_9lETAAw2InMoNgwKujQQ/viewform

